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On Feb. 18, Deputy Mario Taracena Diaz-Sol, head of a congressional commission on the protection
of minors, told reporters that street children are routinely arrested, tortured and murdered in
clandestine prisons in Guatemala City by Mobile Military Police (PMA) and National Police agents.
According to Taracena, an average of two children are tortured and killed every week. He added
that Amnesty International and other human rights organizations are aware of the situation, but
not Guatemalans. According to official statistics, there are 40,000 street children in Guatemala City
alone. Most are the children of parents killed in the political violence of recent years. Taracena said
that the disappearance of street children is a common occurrence. Corpses bearing signs of torture
are discovered days later in isolated areas. Those who escape death are beaten and tortured. One
torture technique is to pour flammable glue (the poor person's narcotic) on the victim's hands, and
setting the mixture on fire. The result is severe burns. President Jorge Serrano recently signed the
"international declaration on survival, protection and development of children," promoted by the
UN Children's Fund. (UNICEF). (Basic data from EFE, 02/18/91)
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